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December 13, 2007 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Attached please find information on the Institute for Developing NationsÕ fi rst Request for Proposals.   
You are invited to apply for funding to support research projects or workshops to develop research 
proposals that meet the criteria outlined in the application. 
 
The Institute for Developing Nations (IDN) is committed to building research communities that address a 
wide range of issues related to improving the lives of people who are living in poverty in the developing 
world.  IDN is particularly interested in supporting research that will inform or complement the work of 
our partner institution, The Carter Center and, initially, we are emphasizing development issues in sub-
Saharan Africa.  Over the past year some of The Carter CenterÕs initiatives in sub-Saharan Africa have 
been addressed in our series, ÒMaking a Difference: Development Dialogues on Afri ca.Ó  A list of these 
presentations is available on our website (www.idn.emory.edu).  For information on current Carter Center 
initiatives, please see their website (www.cartercenter.org).  
 
For IDN, the term Òdevelopment,Ó as both an outcome and an approach, is broadly conceived.  We hope 
to receive proposals reflecting a wide range of interdisciplinary projects that involve partnerships with 
researchers in the developing world.   Our goal is to bui ld research communities based upon cutting-edge 
research on development issues that will have a clear impact on improving the lives of those who live on 
the wide end of the so-called global development pyramid.  Using the language of Òresearch 
communitiesÓ is deliberate because it suggests the potential to involve researchers from diff erent 
disciplines, schools, and partner institutions; opportunities for graduate research and training; and 
capacity building that is driven by the intellectual purpose of the project.  Although the current parameters 
of our funding limit the extent to which we can fully support such research communities, this is the vision 
that informs our present decisions. 
 
I hope that you will fi nd this vision compelling and consider submitting a proposal for a research project 
or a proposal workshop.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need additional information. 
 
All the best, 
 

Sita Ranchod-Nilsson 
Sita Ranchod-Nilsson, Ph.D. 
Director 



 
 

 
THE INSTITUTE FOR DEVELOPING NATIONS 

 
Research Grants 

Request for Proposals 
Initial Deadline:  January 22, 2008 

 
 

IDN Mission: 
The Institute for Developing Nations (IDN) at Emory University promotes research that 
addresses issues related to improving the lives of people who are living in poverty in the 
developing world.  By bringing together the academic resources of a major research university, 
the experience of prominent and respected NGOs such as The Carter Center, and strategic 
partnerships with scholars, policy makers and research institutes in the developing world, IDN 
seeks to engage in fundamental theoretical and methodological innovation that will enrich 
existing practice and establish new modalities of practice. IDN is issuing this RFP to seek out 
research projects that would contribute to our mission: 
 

• promote research that will lead to improvements in the lives of those living in 
poverty 

• foster related initiatives that will build capacity in developing countries 
• develop scholarship on and teaching about poverty and development in ways that 

emphasize local understandings of both problems and solutions    
• work toward re-imagining and then advocating implementation of development 

practice in ways that have not yet been anticipated 
• nurture effective and just institutions and thriving civic cultures 

  
Purpose:  
IDN Research Grants support research projects based on partnerships with in-country researchers 
that address a variety of issues related to improving the lives of marginalized people in the 
developing world.  In-country research partners may include academic institutions, other public 
or private institutions, as well as individuals or governments.  Our long-term goal is to build 
thriving research communities that involve reciprocal and mutually beneficial partnerships with 
in-country researchers and research institutions, graduate training, and related capacity building 
that support the InstituteÕs mission.  IDN Research Grants will support projects that combine 
academic research on pressing problems faced by the people of the developing world with 
outcomes that are both scholarly and action-oriented. 
 
Pr iorities: 
Research Grants will be evaluated on the basis of the following priorities.  Project proposals need 
not meet all of the priorities for consideration: 
 

• Partnerships Ð the projects should be based on reciprocal and mutually beneficial 
partnerships with in-country researchers.  Proposals should describe the structure of the 



partnership, commitments from partner institutions, and the benefits that will accrue to 
each partner as a result of the project 

• Interdisciplinary Research Ð preference will be given to projects that draw upon multiple 
disciplinary perspectives, those that employ explicitly interdisciplinary approaches, and 
those that involve multiple departments and/or schools at Emory. 

• Place-based Research Ð projects should address the historical and cultural specificity of 
particular places, whether these are defined in local, regional, national or comparative 
national terms  

• Policy Implications Ð priority will be given to projects that link academic research with 
clear policy implications in the following areas: 

o alleviating poverty (material improvement in the human condition), 
o building just societies, 
o creating thriving civic cultures, 
o strengthening institutions and practices associated with development  

• Sustainability Ð the practices and effects of these projects should endure beyond the 
duration of the grant 

• External Fundability Ð the research should have a strong potential to attract outside 
funding  

• Further the work of Carter Center Ð projects with implications for or ties to The Carter 
CenterÕs topical and geographical areas of interest will be given priority∗ 

• Clear Outcomes Ð project proposals should specify clear outcomes including, but not 
limited to, publication in scholarly journals, prominent participation in local, regional and 
international conferences, and other forms of scholarship as mutually agreed between 
research partners  

  
Eligibility: 
All regular Emory faculty are eligible to apply for these grants.  Grant funds may not be used for 
graduate student stipends or costs associated with institutional overhead.  
 
Types of Grants: 
Two types of grants will be offered: 

(1) Research grants of up to $75,000 disbursed over an 18-month period.  We anticipate 
funding 3-4 projects in this first round of funding.  

(2) Workshop grants of up to $20,000 to support the development of a research proposal that 
meets the criteria outlined above.  Workshop grants are not for exploratory initiatives.  
Rather, they are to support initiatives with clearly identified partners and an area of 
mutual research interest that will further the mission of IDN.  We anticipate funding 2-3 
workshop grants. 

 
Application Process: 
The applications for both types of grants involve a two-stage process with the following 
deadlines: 

                                                
∗ For information about Carter Center initiatives please see www.cartercenter.org.  Initially IDN will focus on sub-
Saharan Africa and this is a priority area for research.  But projects that are not based in sub-Saharan Africa that 
meet a signif icant number of research priorities will be considered. 



• January 22, 2008 Ð deadline for a letter of intent to Kimberly Ferlauto 
(kferlau@emory.edu) 

• February 8, 2008Ð committee responds to letters of intent and invites the submission of 
full proposals 

• March 21, 2008 Ð deadline for full proposals submitted electronically to Kimberly 
Ferlauto (kferlau@emory.edu) 

• April 11, 2008 Ð letters sent with award decisions 
• June 1, 2008 Ð grant period begins 
 
 
A. Research Grants: 

Stage One Ð Letter of Intent - Deadline January 22, 2008 
The letter, no longer than 500 words, should include the following: 

• An outline of the proposed project including a statement of the research problem, 
methodology and significance 

• A description of the research partnership including the qualifications of the 
research partner(s), the commitment of partner institutions/researchers and the 
anticipated benefits to all partners 

• A brief statement about how this research will further the mission of IDN 
 

Stage Two Ð Full Proposal from those invited to submit Ð Deadline Ð March 21, 2008 
Proposals are limited to 10 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font, with the following 
suggested format: 

• Statement of problem (1 page) 
• Background and Significance (3 pages) In addition to providing relevant 

background information, this section should include a description of the research 
partnerships involved, both within Emory and with partner researchers or 
institutions, and the anticipated project support of each research partner.   

• Project/Research plan (4 pages) This section should include information about 
other existing and potential sources of funding for this project.  It should also 
explicitly address how this project meets IDNÕs funding priorities and anticipated 
outcomes. 

• Budget Outline and Explanation (1 !  pages) 
• Summary (1/2 page) 

In addition Proposals must include: 
• A letter of support from the relevant Dean(s) at Emory. 
• A letter of support from partner researcher(s) and/or research institution(s) which 

includes information about the nature of participation and anticipated outcomes 
• A bibliography for works cited in the proposal. 

 
  

B. Workshop Grants: 
Stage One Ð Letter of Intent Ð Deadline January 22, 2008 
The letter, no longer than 500 words, should include the following: 

• A description of the problem to be addressed in the workshop and its significance 
• A list of anticipated participants and what they will bring to the workshop 



• Description of the current state of the partnership or collaboration being proposed 
• A detailed statement about the desired outcome of the workshop and its 

significance 
 

Stage Two Ð Full Proposals from those invited to submit Ð Deadline Ð March 21, 2008 
Proposals are limited to 7 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font, with the following 
suggested format: 

• Statement of the problem to be addressed in the workshop and its significance    
(1 page) 

• A list of participants that includes their intellectual contribution to the workshop 
• A statement explaining how the research proposal produced in this workshop will 

support the priorities of the Institute 
• An outline of the workshop budget and explanation 
• Information about other existing and potential sources of funding for the 

workshop as well as potential sources of funding for the research proposal that 
will result from the workshop 

 
In addition, proposals must include: 

• A letter of support from the relevant Dean(s) at Emory 
• One-page curriculum vitae for all proposed workshop participants 
• Letters of interest from listed participants 
• A bibliography for works cited in the proposal 

 



THE INSTITUTE FOR DEVELOPING NATIONS 
 

Research Grants 
 

Application Cover Page 
 

Principal Investigator(s)__________________________________________________________ 
 
School/Dept. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Campus Address_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________       Phone________________________________ 
 
Type of Grant              �  Project  �  Workshop 
                         
Project Title___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Partner Institutions______________________________________________________________ 
 
Research site___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Total Funding requested_________________ 
 
Anticipated amount of external funding________________ 
 
Note: IRB approval for human subjects research required only from successful applicants. 
 
Project summary (no more than 100 words): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ApplicantÕs signature   _____________________________     Date ___________ 
 
Dept/Div. ChairÕs signature _________________________  Date___________ 
 
DeanÕs/DirectorÕs signature  _________________________ Date___________ 


